
STATE OF INDIANA – COUNTY OF PARKE 

IN THE PARKE CIRCUIT COURT 
 

 
Notice of Proposed Local Rule Amendment 

May 20, 2011 

 
 

In accordance with Trial Rule 81, the Parke Circuit Court hereby gives notice to the bar and the 

public that the Court proposes to amend the local rule concerning special judge appointments in 

civil cases at LR 61- TR 79-6.1-6.4. The Judge of Parke County Circuit Court finds good cause 

under TR 81 (D) to deviate from the schedule for amending local court rules.  All new text is 

shown by underlining and deleted text is shown by strikethrough.  Supreme Court approval is 

required for the amendment to the local rule for special judge assignments, and may not take 

effect until approved by the Supreme Court. 

 

In accordance with Trial Rule 81(B), the time period for the bar and the public to comment will 

begin on May 20, 2011 and will close on June 20, 2011.  The proposed amended rule will be 

effective, subject to Supreme Court approval, on July 1, 2011.  

 

Comments by the bar and the public should be made in writing and mailed to: 

 

Hon. Sam A. Swaim, Judge, Parke Circuit Court, Attn:  Public Comment on Local Rules, Parke 

Circuit Court, 116 West High Street, Room 203, Rockville, IN  47872, or by email to: 

Judge@parkecounty-in.gov. 

 

 A paper copy of the proposed amended local rule will be made available for viewing in 

the office of the Clerk of Parke County, 116 West High Street, Room 204, Rockville, IN 47872 

during normal business hours.  Persons with Internet access may view the proposed amended 

local rules at the following website: 

 

  http://www.in.gov/judiciary/rules/local 

 

Sam A. Swaim, Judge     

Parke Circuit Court 

http://www.in.gov/judiciary/rules/local


LOCAL RULE 6 

SPECIAL JUDGE ASSIGNMENT IN CIVIL MATTERS 

(LR61-TR79-TR-6   6.1, 6.2, 6.3, 6.4) 

 

A.     Pursuant to Trial Rule 79(H), after consulting with the other judges within the 11
th

 

Administrative District established in Administrative Rule 3(A); having considered the effective 

use of all judicial resources within such Administrative District; and having considered the 

accessibility of those judges who are eligible for appointment by a trial court as a special judge 

pursuant to Trial Rule 79(J); the following judges shall be appointed pursuant to a local rule 

pursuant to Trial Rule 79(H), shall comprise the list for such appointments, and be selected 

alphabetically by county on a rotating basis, as follows:  The judge of the Fountain Circuit Court, 

the judge of the Montgomery Circuit Court, the judge of the Montgomery Superior Court 1, the 

judge of the Montgomery Superior Court 2, the judge of the Parke Circuit Court, the judge of the 

Vermillion Circuit Court, and the judge of the Warren Circuit Court.  

 

B.     In the event that no judge is eligible to serve as a special judge or the particular 

circumstances of the case warrant selection of a special judge by the Indiana Supreme Court, 

such case shall be certified to the Indiana Supreme Court for the appointment of a special judge. 

 

C.     After a special judge is selected, the caption of all pleadings filed thereafter shall designate 

“Before Special Judge _______________” immediately below the cause number. 

 

D.     A copy of each pleading or each paper filed with the Court after a special judge has 

qualified shall be mailed or delivered to the office of that special judge by the counsel or litigant 

with service indicated on the certificate of service. 

 

 

6.1 Except as provided in paragraph 6.3 herein, if it becomes necessary to reassign a civil or 

other non-criminal case due to the granting of a change of judge, then in the absence of an 

agreement as to a particular special judge [TR 79(D)], or an agreement to have the regular sitting 

judge appoint a special judge [TR 79(E)], the regular sitting judge shall name a panel pursuant to 

TR 79(F) consisting of judges from Administrative District 7 and judges from Fountain and 

Montgomery Counties who have agreed to serve.  

If none of the above methods produce a special judge, the clerk of the court shall select a name 

on a rotating basis from an alphabetical list of judges or magistrates eligible under Trial Rule 

79(J) for appointment as special judge.  

 

6.2 Except as provided in paragraph 6.3 herein, if it becomes necessary to reassign a civil or 

other non-criminal case due to the recusal or disqualification of the regular sitting judge, then in 

the absence of an agreement as to a particular special judge [TR 79(D)], or an agreement to have 

the regular sitting judge appoint a special judge [TR 79(E)], the clerk of the court shall select a 

name on a rotating basis from an alphabetical list of judges or magistrates eligible under Trial 

Rule 79(J) for appointment as special judge  



 

6.3 In the event the regular sitting Judge disqualifies himself in any proceeding, other than a 

criminal case, involving the Hanner Law Firm, the cause shall immediately be assigned to one of 

the following senior judges: The Honorable Charles K. McCrory, The Honorable Dexter L. 

Bolin, The Honorable Robert M. Hall, and The Honorable Vincent F. Grogg. A Special Judge 

shall be selected on a rotating basis from an alphabetical list of the judges set forth above. In the 

event the selected Judge is unable to serve, the next judge on the list shall be selected until the 

list is exhausted.  

6.4 If under paragraphs 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3 no judge is eligible to serve as special judge or the 

particular circumstance of a case warrants selection of a special judge by the Indiana Supreme 

Court, the regular sitting judge may certify the case to the Supreme Court for appointment of a 

special judge.  

 

 


